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IMPORTANT 
 Pachmarhi resolution of 1998 (noun) – In the Pachmarhi Declaration in September 1998, the Congress 

announced its decision that coalitions will be considered only when absolutely necessary and that too on 
the basis of agreed programmes which will not weaken the Party or compromise its basic ideology.  

 International Maritime Boundary Line (IMBL) (noun) – it usually bounds areas of exclusive national rights 
over mineral and biological resources, encompassing maritime features, limits and zones (such as the 
territorial sea (12 nautical miles), contiguous zone (24 nautical miles), xclusive economic zone (200 nautical 
miles), and the continental shelf within and beyond 200 nautical miles). Generally, a maritime boundary is 
delineated at a particular distance from a jurisdiction’s coastline under the United Nations Convention on 
Law of Sea (UNCLOS).  

 National Fishworkers Forum (NFF) (noun) – The National Fishworkers’ Forum (NFF), registered under the 
Trade Union Act of India, is the only national federation of state level small and traditional fish workers’ 
unions of India. NFF has affiliated organizations in all the coastal states and union territories of the Indian 
mainland. NFF fights to protect the life and livelihood of the fishing communities and its basic source – 
fisheries resources, biodiversity and natural environment.  

 the Indo-Pak joint judicial committee (the Indo-Pak JJC) (noun) – it is composed of eight retired judges – 
four each from India and Pakistan – charged with investigating the situation of civilians imprisoned in the 
jails of the other country and to obtain and facilitate their release, especially that of fishermen imprisoned 
for straying across territorial waters. The Committee was formed in January 2007.  

 decentralized autonomous organisations (DAOs) (noun) – A decentralized autonomous organization (DAO) 
is an organization that runs on a blockchain protocol fully and autonomously in accordance with rules 
encoded via smart contracts. By circumventing (avoiding) the need for human intervention or centralized 
coordination, DAOs are often referred to as “trustless” systems.  

 non-fungible tokens (NFTs) (noun) – NFTs are “one-of-a-kind” assets in the digital world that can be bought 
and sold like any other piece of property, but which have no tangible form of their own. An NFT is a digital 
asset that represents real-world objects like art, music and videos. They are bought and sold online, 
frequently with cryptocurrency, and they are generally encoded with the same underlying software as 
many cryptos. (In economics, a fungible asset is something with units that can be readily interchanged – like 
money).  

 cloud computing (noun) – the delivery of computing services—including servers, storage, databases, 
networking, software, analytics, and intelligence-over the Internet (“the cloud”) to offer faster innovation, 
flexible resources, and economies of scale.  

 big data analytics (noun) – the process of examining large and varied data sets — i.e., big data — to 
uncover hidden patterns, unknown correlations, market trends, customer preferences and other useful 
information that can help organizations make more-informed business decisions.  

 metaverse (noun) – The ‘metaverse’ is a set of virtual spaces where you can create and explore with other 
people who aren’t in the same physical space as you. (A place that is beyond the world/universe as we 
know it,  one that exists in the virtual realm but feels just as real).  

 augmented reality (AR) (noun) – It overlays digital content and information onto the physical world – as if 
they’re actually there with you, in your own space. Augmented reality (AR) adds digital elements to a live 
view often by using the camera on a smartphone. Examples of augmented reality experiences include 
Snapchat lenses.  

 virtual reality (VR) (noun) – the use of computer technology to create a simulated/artificial environment. 
An artificial environment that is created with software and presented to the user in such a way that the 
user suspends belief and accepts it as a real environment. Virtual Reality creates an artificial environment 
to inhabit (live in/occupy).  

 Big Tech (noun) – also known as the Tech Giants; the largest and most dominant companies in the 
information technology industry of the United States, namely Amazon, Apple, Google & Facebook.  
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 creator economy (noun) – the creator economy refers to the numerous businesses built by independent 
creators, from vloggers to influencers to writers, to monetize themselves, their skills, or their creations. It 
also encompasses the companies serving these creators, from content creation tools to analytics platforms.  

 nation state (noun) – a state (country) in which a great majority shares the same culture and is conscious of 
it. The nation-state is an ideal in which cultural boundaries match up with political boundaries. An 
independent state consists of people from one particular national group.  

 supply chain (noun) – a dynamic network when a company purchases or uses goods or services from 
others. It involves people, information, processes, and resources involved in the production, handling, and 
distribution of materials and finished products or providing a service to the customer.  

 Derg (noun) – The Derg, officially the Provisional Military Administrative Council (PMAC), was the military 
junta that ruled Ethiopia from 1974 to 1987, when the military leadership formally ‘civilianized’ the 
administration but stayed in power until 1991.  

 Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) (noun) – an Indian law aimed at effective prevention of 
unlawful activities associations in India. Its main objective was to make powers available for dealing with 
activities directed against the integrity and sovereignty of India.  

 personal liberty (noun) – it means the liberty of an individual to behave as one pleases except for those 
restraints imposed by laws and codes of conduct of the society in which one lives to safeguard the physical, 
moral, political, and economic welfare of others.  

 National Investigation Agency (NIA) (noun) – The National Investigation Agency is a central agency 
established by the Indian Government to combat terror in India. It is functioning as the Central Counter-
Terrorism Law Enforcement Agency in the country. The National Investigation Agency (NIA) is created 
following the terror attack in Mumbai on December 26, 2008. It came into being on December 31, 2008, 
with the passage of the NIA Act of 2008.  

 Sections 38 and 39 of the UAPA (noun) – Section 38 deals with “offence relating to membership of a 
terrorist organisation” and Section 39 deals with “offence relating to support given to a terrorist 
organisation.”  

 Section 120B of the IPC (noun) – Section 120B of the Indian Penal Code lays down Punishment of criminal 
conspiracy.  

 Indian Penal Code (IPC) (noun) – The Indian Penal Code (IPC) is the official criminal code of India. It is a 
comprehensive code intended to cover all substantive aspects of criminal law. The draft was passed into 
law on 6 October 1860. The Code came into operation on 1 January 1862. The Indian Penal Code of 1860, 
sub-divided into 23 chapters, comprises 511 sections. IPC deals with crimes and punishments.  

 bail (noun) – conditional, temporary release of an arrested/imprisoned person when a specified amount of 
security (such as personal bond or surety) is deposited or pledged (as cash or property) to ensure his/her 
appearance in court when required.  

 Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPC) (noun) – The Code of Criminal Procedure (in India). The main legislation 
on procedure for administration of substantive criminal law in India. It was enacted in 1973 and came into 
force on 1 April 1974. CrPC tells about the criminal trial procedure.  

 constitutional court (noun) – The Supreme Court of India is the supreme judicial body of India and the 
highest court of India under the constitution. It is the most senior constitutional court, and has the power of 
judicial review. The high courts that deal primarily with constitutional law are also called as the 
constitutional courts.  

 Fundamental Rights (noun) – The Fundamental Rights, embodied in Part III of the Constitution, guarantee 
civil rights to all Indians and prevent the State from encroaching an individual’s liberty while simultaneously 
placing upon it an obligation to protect the citizens’ rights from encroachment by society. Seven 
fundamental rights were originally provided by the Constitution – the right to equality, right to freedom, 
right against exploitation, right to freedom of religion, cultural and educational rights, right to property and 
right to constitutional remedies. However, the right to property was removed from Part III of the 
Constitution by the 44th Amendment in 1978.  
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 tango (noun) – (figuratively) two people involved in a bad/tough situation are equally responsible for it; 
(literally) Tango is a dance which requires two partners moving in relation to each other, sometimes in 
tandem (alongside each other), sometimes in opposition.  

 waltz (noun) – (figuratively) a quick and confident walk that annoys others. (literally) waltz meaning “to 
revolve” is highly popular ballroom dance involving two dancers who face each other and perform six steps.  

 Enforcement Directorate (ED) (noun) – Directorate of Enforcement is a specialized financial investigation 
agency under the Department of Revenue, Ministry of Finance, Government of India. It was established in 
the year 1956 with its Headquarters at New Delhi. It is responsible for enforcement of the Foreign Exchange 
Management Act, 1999 (FEMA) (Civil Law) and certain provisions under the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act, 2002 (PMLA) (Criminal Law).  

 social engineering (noun) – the act of tricking someone into divulging (revealing sensitive (or) personal) 
information or taking action usually through technology. It is to take advantage of a potential victim’s 
natural tendencies and emotional reactions.  

 Rafale (noun) – extremely powerful, superbly agile and very discrete, the latest type of combat aircraft 
from Dassault Aviation. Dassault Aviation is an international French aircraft manufacturer of military and 
business jets, and is a subsidiary of Dassault Group.  

 offset policy & offset partner (noun) – Under the offset policy, the foreign defence entities, for all contracts 
worth more than ₹ 300 crore, were mandated to spend at least 30 per cent of the total contract value in 
India through procurement of components, transfer of technologies or setting up of research and 
development facilities (with the help of offset partner in India).  

 Inter-Governmental Agreement (IGA) (noun) – An intergovernmental agreement (IGA) is any agreement 
that involves or is made between two or more governments in cooperation to solve problems of mutual 
concern.  

 India-specific enhancements (ISE)on Rafales (noun) – India-specific enhancements on the Rafales include a 
helmet-mounted sight, radar warning receivers, flight data recorders with storage for 10 hours of data, 
infrared search and track systems, jammers, cold engine start capability to operate from high-altitude 
bases, and towed decoys to ward off incoming missiles.  

 virtue signalling (noun) – the act/practice of trying to win praise from the public for showing that you are a 
good person and you support for a social cause, particularly on social media, without actually doing 
anything; looking good, showing off.  

 Delhi Declaration (noun) – The participants, of the Third Regional Security Dialogue on Afghanistan which 
was held on 10 November, 2021 in New Delhi, discussed the evolving situation in Afghanistan, especially 
the security situation and its regional and global ramifications and paid special attention to the current 
political situation in Afghanistan and threats arising from terrorism, radicalisation and drug trafficking as 
well as the need for humanitarian assistance. In total, a joint statement by the eight participating nations – 
the Delhi Declaration on Afghanistan – has 12 key points.  

 Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) (noun) – The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) is a 
permanent intergovernmental international organisation, the creation of which was announced on 15 June 
2001 in Shanghai (China). The SCO currently comprises eight Member States (China, India, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Pakistan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan) and is seen as a counterweight to NATO (The North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization). It was established as a multilateral association to ensure security and 
maintain stability across the vast Eurasian region, join forces to counteract emerging challenges and 
threats, and enhance trade, as well as cultural and humanitarian cooperation.  

 waterlogging (noun) – a form of natural flooding when underground water rises to surface level as the 
result of over-irrigation. Waterlogging can displace the spoil, affect the natural processes in the soil, and 
result in a build-up of toxic substances in the soil, which can impede plant growth in the immediate area.  

 lay the foundation (phrase) – (figuratively) to create basic ideas from which something bigger evolves. 
(literally) to create basic (underground) structures from which something bigger develops.  
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 Inflationary/price/cost pressures (noun) – the demand and supply-side pressures that can cause a rise in 
the general price level; cost-push inflation, hot-economy, deficit finance.  

 Great Depression (noun) – a worldwide economic depression that started in 1929 and lasted until the late 
1930s (almost for 10 years until about 1939). Although it originated in the United States, the Great 
Depression caused drastic declines in output, severe unemployment, and acute deflation in almost every 
country of the world.  

 roaring twenties (noun) – Also known as the Jazz Age, the decade of the 1920s featured economic 
prosperity and carefree living for many. The decade began with a roar and ended with a crash. The 1920s 
was a decade of change, a decade of cheerfulness, a decade optimism.  

 Weimar hyperinflation (noun) – The hyperinflation in the Weimar Republic was a three-year period of 
hyperinflation in Germany (the Weimar Republic) between June. 1921 and July 1924. The Weimar Republic 
was Germany’s government from 1919 to 1933, the period after World War I until the rise of Nazi Germany. 
It was named after the town of Weimar.  

 financial stability (noun) – financial stability is a condition where the financial system is able to withstand 
internal or external economic shocks and also able to smoothly conduct its core tasks.  

 tax compliance (noun) – the degree to which a taxpayer complies (or fails to comply) with the tax rules of 
his or her country, for example by declaring income, filing a return, and paying the tax due in a timely 
manner.  

 bank guarantee (noun) – As a part of business, banks issue guarantees on behalf of their customers for 
various purposes. The guarantees executed by banks comprise both performance guarantees and financial 
guarantees. The guarantees are structured according to the terms of agreement, viz., security, maturity and 
purpose.  

 Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) of India (noun) – it is empowered to audit all expenses from the 
combined fund of the union or state governments, whether incurred within India or outside.  

 Benchmark price (BP) (noun) – The price per unit of quantity in a specific segment of the international 
marketplace, set by the country or producers’ organization that consistently exports the largest quantity or 
volume. Simply put, the standard price of a product (set by the country or producers’ organization) that 
helps to compare your prices to the prices of the competition in a specific market segment.  

 Variants of Interest (VoI) (noun) – A variant with specific genetic markers that have been associated with 
changes to receptor binding, reduced neutralization by antibodies generated against previous infection or 
vaccination, reduced efficacy of treatments, potential diagnostic impact, or predicted increase in 
transmissibility or disease severity.  

 Variant of Concern (VoC) (noun) – A variant for which there is evidence of an increase in transmissibility, 
more severe disease (e.g., increased hospitalizations or deaths), significant reduction in neutralization by 
antibodies generated during previous infection or vaccination, reduced effectiveness of treatments or 
vaccines, or diagnostic detection failures.  

 Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP) (noun) – Immunization Programme in India was introduced in 
1978 as ‘Expanded Programme of Immunization’ (EPI) by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, 
Government of India. In 1985, the programme was modified as ‘Universal Immunization Programme’ (UIP) 
to be implemented in a phased manner to cover all districts in the country by 1989-90 with one of the 
largest health programmes in the world. In India’s national Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP), the 
policy is defined, vaccines procured and supplied by the Union government and vaccination implemented 
by State governments.  

 26th UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP26) (noun) – The 26th session of the Conference of 
the Parties (COP26) of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is expected to take 
place from 01-12 November 2021, in Glasgow, UK. The COP26 summit will bring parties together to 
accelerate action towards the goals of the Paris Agreement and the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change.  
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 net zero emissions/carbon neutrality (noun) – it means annual zero net CO2 emissions; Carbon neutrality 
means every ton of anthropogenic (human-caused or influenced) CO2 emitted is compensated with an 
equivalent amount of CO2 removed (e.g. via carbon sink or carbon sequestration).  

 Nationally determined contributions (NDCs) (noun) – NDCs are at the heart of the Paris Agreement and the 
achievement of these long-term goals. NDCs embody efforts by each country to reduce national emissions 
and adapt to the impacts of climate change.  

 Climate Treaty or Paris Agreement/Accord/pact (noun) – The Paris Agreement is a legally binding 
international treaty on climate change. It was adopted by 196 Parties at COP 21 in Paris, on 12 December 
2015 and entered into force on 4 November 2016. Its goal is to limit global warming to well below 2, 
preferably to 1.5 degrees Celsius, compared to pre-industrial levels.  

 Business-As-Usual (BAU) Emissions (noun) – The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
defines a “business-as-usual” baseline case as the level of emissions that would result if future 
development trends follow those of the past and no changes in policies take place.  

 The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) (noun) – The UNFCCC entered 
into force on 21 March 1994. Today, it has near-universal membership. The 197 countries that have ratified 
the Convention are called Parties to the Convention. Preventing “dangerous” human interference with the 
climate system is the ultimate aim of the UNFCCC.  

 waste management (noun) – waste management is the activities and actions required to manage waste 
from its inception to its disposal. This includes the collection, transport, treatment and disposal of waste, 
together with monitoring and regulation of the waste management process.  

 climate justice (noun) – As a form of environmental justice, climate justice is the fair treatment of all people 
and the freedom from discrimination (inequity) in the creation of policies and projects that address climate 
change as well as the systems that create climate change and perpetuate (continue) discrimination.  

 climate equity (noun) – it means both protection from environmental hazards as well as access to 
environmental benefits for all, regardless of income, race, and other characteristics.  

 green technology (noun) – it is also known as clean technology/sustainable technology; it is the application 
of one or more environmental technologies to monitor, model and conserve the natural environment and 
resources, and to curb the negative impacts of human involvement.  

 Infrastructure for Resilient Island States (IRIS) (noun) – IRIS, a dedicated initiative, has been co-created by 
the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) with support from Member Countries and 
organizations and Small Island Developing States (SIDS) representatives. IRIS aims to support SIDS in 
achieving sustainable development through a systematic approach to resilient, sustainable, and inclusive 
infrastructure.  

 Central Electricity Authority (CEA) (noun) – CEA is a statutory organisation constituted under section 3 of 
Electricity Supply Act 1948, which has been superseded by section 70 of the Electricity Act 2003. Central 
Electricity Authority seeks to achieve the vision by performing its statutory function by providing technical 
support base to all stakeholders in the power sector, to support Ministry of Power for forming policies in 
the power sector, to make technical standards & regulations, to carry out project monitoring, to 
disseminate power sector information, to upgrade skills of human resources in the power sector of the 
country.  

 Energy Mix (noun) – it refers to the combination of the various primary energy sources used to meet 
energy needs in a given geographic region. It includes fossil fuels (oil, natural gas and coal ), nuclear energy 
and the many sources of renewable energy (hydro, wind, solar and etc.).  

 fuel-cell electric vehicles (FCEVs) (noun) – Like all-electric vehicles, fuel cell electric vehicles (FCEVs) use 
electricity to power an electric motor. In contrast to other electric vehicles, FCEVs produce electricity using 
a fuel cell powered by hydrogen, rather than drawing electricity from only a battery.  

 Carbon lock-in (noun) – Carbon lock-in occurs when fossil fuelintensive systems perpetuate (continue), 
delay or prevent the transition to low-carbon alternatives – a situation that can seriously imperil climate 
action.  
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IDIOMS & PHRASES
 a firm/steady hand on the tiller – complete 

control of a situation.  
 dig in one’s heels – oppose, fight against, refuse to 

accept.  
 pull out all the stops – to make every effort to 

succeed; to do everything possible, try hard to 
achieve something.  

 the lion’s share – the most of something, the 
largest part of something; the greater number of, 
the main part of, more than half of, the bulk of 
something.  

 cast a shadow over/on – to make something (e.g. 
situation) to be less hopeful; to make someone 
feel disappointed; disappoint, let down, 
discourage, disillusion, demoralize, wear down.  

 make heavy weather of – to make things to 
appear very difficult and find it hard to deal with 
them even if they are not so.  

 strike a blow against – to act against something; 
to oppose something; reject, resist, stand against.  

 muddy the waters – make the issue more 
complicated.  

 take the shine off – to make something appear 
less good.  

 a – to be reckoned (with) – a thing that is not to 
be ignored/underestimated.  

 strike/touch a chord – cause someone to 
remember something related to him/her in a 
certain way; arouse an emotional feeling to 
something (either positively or negatively).  

 a double-edged sword – (used with a figurative 
meaning to explain) something which is having 
both good and bad outcomes.  

 caught in a crossfire – get involved in an 
(argumentative &) unpleasant/difficult situation.  

 take one’s cue from – follow the advice of 
someone, be highly influenced by someone; 
follow, imitate, copy, mimic.  

 do the hard yards – to do a task that demands 
great effort.  

 pull one’s weight – to do one’s fair share of the 
(larger) work/task (which is divided among a 
number of people).  

 shed light on – explain, elucidate, clarify.  
 (the) weak link – least dependable member (of a 

group); a vulnerable person or thing within an 
organization/system.  

 food for thought – something to think about, 
something to be seriously considered.  

 on the eve of – a period or day before an 
important event.  

 as well as – and also, and in addition.  
 as far as – is concerned – with regard to a 

particular person or situation.  
 meet one’s objectives – to achieve something that 

you are trying to achieve.  
 no longer – not anymore.  
 pave the way for – clear the way for, make 

preparations for, put things in order for.  
 take control of – to gain/assume the authority to 

manage or influence someone/something.  
 over and above – in addition to, on top of, as well 

as, besides.  
 set free – release.  
 by virtue of – because of, on account of, owing to, 

thanks to.  
 on the one hand – it is used to introduce the first 

of two contrasting different, points, facts, or ways 
of looking at something. It is always followed later 
by “on the other hand” or ‘on the other’.  

 as to – concerning, with respect to, regarding, 
with reference to, with regard to, in connection 
with.  

 in contrast to – in opposition to.  
 by way of – as a form of.  
 by implication – indirectly, in a roundabout way, 

evasively, obliquely, by hinting, allusively.  
 in line with – in alignment with, in accordance 

with, conforming to.  
 in front – to the fore, at the fore, at the head, 

leading.  
 wind to a close – gradually/finally come to a 

conclusion/end.  
 in no hurry – doing something with out haste/ 

urgency.  
 put a price on – value, rate, evaluate, assess, 

estimate, appraise.  
 at ease – relaxed, calm, unworried, contented.  
 on the ground – in a situation/place where things 

are happening really/practically.  
 in the company of – together with; around.  
 get lost – go away, go, leave, get along, get out.  
 in control – responsible.  
 at home – in one’s own country.  
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 see the light – understand, comprehend, realize, 
find out.  

 in the hands of – under the control of; in the 
possession of.  

 cause for concern/worry – reason to worry.  
 thanks to – as a result of, owing to, due to, 

because of.  
 by design – deliberately, intentionally, on purpose.  
 as long as – provided that.  
 behind the scenes – secretly, privately, 

surreptitiously.  
 time and time again – frequently, often, 

repeatedly, again and again.  
 of one’s own – belongs or relates to oneself only.  
 much more – a lot more.  
 in terms of – with regard to, regarding/ 

concerning, in connection with.  
 take into account – consider, take into 

consideration, have regard to, reckon with.  
 at large – as a whole, generally.  
 go missing – to become lost; to disappear.  
 be get caught (up) in – to become involved in (a 

situation).  
 bear fruit – yield/get results, succeed, be 

effective.  
 fall victim to – be hurt by, be damaged by; 

become affected with.  
 on account of – because of, owing to, due to.  
 in relation to – regarding, concerning, with 

reference to.  
 under the shadow of – in danger of something.  
 so far – until now, up to the present, up to this 

point.  
 pay the price/cost – experience the bad/ 

unpleasant result of something; sacrifice, loss.  
 in the midst of – in the middle of.  
 make sense – be accepted, be convincing, hold up, 

prove true.  
 clasp one’s hands – to hold your hands together 

tightly with fingers interlaced (with faith in religion 
and belief in God (or) out of fear, anxiety and etc.).  

 after all – most importantly, above all, beyond 
everything.  

 stand a chance – the only possibility for success.  
 at the very least – to put it mildly, without any 

exaggeration.  
 hand-in-hand – together, in close association, 

concurrently, closely.  
 as many as – considerable, substantial, large 

(number of).  
 at short notice – with little time for (something to 

be done).  
 play a part/role – contribute to, be instrumental 

in, be a factor in.  
 in a different light – in a different way; differently.  
 the stuff of dreams/epics – things that are 

normally found in dreams/stories etc.  
 (on) the contrary – conversely.  
 make clear – explain, clarify, elucidate.  
 to that end – for that reason.  
 for instance – as an example.  
 take place – happen, occur, transpire.  
 caught/take by surprise – surprise, shock, stun.  
 be at the receiving end – be subjected to 

something (criticism/attack).  
 put to use – utilize/use something (to suit a 

specific purpose/need).  
 business as usual – a normal state of affairs, the 

daily round, routine, a normal pattern.  
 par for – expected.  
 in spite of – despite, notwithstanding, regardless 

of.  
 as yet – so far, thus far, yet, still, up till now, up to 

now, until now.  
 in sight – noticeable, visible, in view; near at hand.  
 in proportion – in comparison with; in relation to.  
 owing to – because of, as a result of, on account 

of, due to.  
 by no means – not at all, in no way, certainly not, 

absolutely not, definitely not.  
 get one’s own way – do what one wishes despite 

opposition.  
 

PHRASAL VERBS
 look back – to remember, recall, think about 

something that taken place in the past; suffer a 
difficulty/misfortune/setback.  

 muck up – make a mess of, mess up, bungle, spoil, 
ruin, wreck, mishandle, mismanage.  

 wish away – to desire or hope that a problematic 
issue or situation will disappear without (you) 
doing anything about it.  

 paper over – cover up, hide, conceal, disguise, 
camouflage, gloss over.  
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 move away from – change/alter one’s ideas/ 
beliefs/views and so.  

 cater to – to provide what is needed/required by.  
 let up on – treat less severely, be more lenient 

with.  
 shore up – support, help, assist someone/ 

something from ; bolster up, buttress, strengthen, 
fortify, reinforce, underpin something from 
decline.  

 hit back – retaliate against, strike back at, counter.  
 shake up – weaken, undermine, damage, impair.  
 pop up – appear unexpectedly, occur suddenly, 

come into sight, come into view, materialize.  
 stitch up – arrange, organize (a deal/agreement to 

someone’s benefit).  
 hark back – recall, remember, recollect, think of 

something from the past.  
 die down – to become less active; to become less 

powerful.  
 balance out – counterbalance, offset, even out, 

equalize, neutralize.  
 reach out – contact someone to obtain/offer 

help/assistance/cooperation.  
 stand out – be distinctive, be prominent, attract 

attention, catch the eye.  
 mix up – confuse, muddle, get jumbled up, 

scramble, throw into confusion.  
 call out – criticize someone for something 

(bad/incorrect) publicly and ask them to 
justify/explain it.  

 set aside – overrule, overturn, reverse, revoke, 
rule against, nullify, annul, cancel, quash, dismiss, 
reject.  

 act on/upon – comply with, act in accordance 
with, follow, go along with.  

 make out – allege, claim, assert, declare, maintain, 
affirm, pretend, imply.  

 push up – increase, raise.  
 bring down – overthrow, depose, oust, unseat, 

overturn, topple.  
 hold back – stop, discontinue, withhold; restrict, 

restrain, block.  
 hand over – pass, assign, transfer.  
 base on – use as a basis; found, build, construct, 

form, establish.  
 rely on – depend on; resort to, have recourse to.  
 work out – calculate, compute, reckon up, 

determine.  

 build up to – to prepare (for a particular point or 
event).  

 break down – analyse, categorize, classify, sort 
out.  

 go by – follow, obey, abide by, comply with.  
 look into – investigate, explore, inquire about, find 

out about, ask questions about.  
 show off – display, demonstrate, exhibit.  
 come up with – produce, introduce, put forward, 

present.  
 step in – intervene, become involved, get 

involved.  
 end up – arrive, find oneself, turn up, come, go, 

appear.  
 reflect on – (of a situation) bring discredit to 

someone related it.  
 come forward – volunteer, step forward.  
 mow down – knock down (with a vehicle).  
 run over – (of a vehicle) hit a person and pass over 

his/her body; run down, knock down, knock over, 
knock to the ground.  

 point out – identify, mention, indicate, draw 
attention to.  

 come under – be subjected to.  
 take on – compete against, oppose, challenge, 

confront, pit oneself against, vie with, stand up to.  
 build up – strengthen, improve, augment, raise.  
 account for – provide, give (a specified amount).  
 turn into – be transformed/changed into.  
 break out – flare up, begin/start suddenly, erupt, 

burst out.  
 result in – cause, bring on, bring about.  
 draw up – prepare a plan of action in detail.  
 flush out – cleanse, remove, dispose.  
 play out – happen, occur, take place.  
 call for – require, publicly ask/necessitate, 

demand.  
 lie in – be present, exist.  
 send out – give out, announce, deliver/produce.  
 expand on – elaborate on, enlarge on, add detail 

to, go into detail about.  
 get back to – come back to.  
 look for – try to find/obtain a particular thing.  
 take out – remove.  
 slow down – reduce, lessen decrease.  


